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COPY or Extracts “ of the Report dWilmot Seton, Esquire, to the Treasury, 
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Morrison’s Hotel, Dublin, 

My Lords, 24 December 1858. 

I HAVE ^is day completed that branch of the inquiry confided to me by your 
Lordships’ Minute of the I5tb of October, which required that I should ascer- 
tain the state in which the Office of the Registrar of Deeds in Ireland now is, 
both with reference to the important duties for the performance of which the 
office was instituted, and the employment and classification of the clerks, more 
particularly with reference to the arrangements which took effect from the 1st. 
of October 1857, under the operation of those Minutes of your Lordships for the 
regulation of this ofljce which were laid before Parliament towards the close of 
the Session of 1857. 

Under the operation of those Minutes, the fixed establishment, whicli consisted 
of one registrar, two assistant registrars, and three clerks, was extended so as to 
embrace within its fold and to classify a corps of some 50 gentlemen, engaged at 
rates of wages varying from H. to 5 /. a week, to perform the searching, abstract- 
ing, indexing, and transcribing, indeed, nearly the wdiole of the vast and com- 
plicated business which is regulated by the series of Acts which have passed 
since the reign of Queen Anne, for the registration of deeds and titles to land in 
Ireland. 

In framing the regulations last year for the classification of these gentlemen, 
and for their remuneration, it was necessary to keep distinctly in view two 
points : — 

One, that the fees which w’ere taken in the office formed the source from which 
all its expenditure was to be defrayed; the other, that any change in the func- 
tions and operations of the Incumbered Estates Commission might materially 
affect the revenue from which those expenses were to be met. 

The Landed Estates Court Act has since passed, and the Incumbered Estates 
Commission has ceased to exist. Increased business, and consequently a de- 
mand for more clerical assistance to meet it, furnishing at the same time the 
revenue from which such an increase of expenditure must be met, has beep the 
result. It has likewise been proposed to convert the fees received in the regis- 
trar’s office into stamp dudes, and to submit an annual estimate to Parliament 
for the expenses of the establishment, which would thus remove the othei diffi- 
culty w liich existed at the time the present classes and scales of remuneration 
were established. 

Moreover^ a statutory provision requires that any balance which may exist at 
the termination of each quarter should be paid over to the Exchequer, and this 
provision has occasioned much difficulty in fixing a regular establishment for 
an office, the business of which became liable to extensive fluctuations. 

Since the arrangement of 1 857, several persons, belonging to the establish- 
ment then fixed, have either died or resigned, but the registrar has uiged that it 
would be unsafe to fill up the vacancies by permanent appointments, the expense 
of which the resources of the office might not at all times be equal to defray. At 
the .same time he has requested and obtained permission to employ temporarily 
some clerks to subdue a particular description of arrear which was accumulating 
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in the office ; and there are now 12 persons emplo)-e(5 in bringing up the arrears 
of transcription of registered memorials, at weekly wages, whose services it will 
be necessary to retain Ibr the next six months, unless some increase is made to 
Ibe present ibree of tlie establishment. It is moreover the fact that, owing to 
the great and increasing pressure of the business of this office, the registrar has 
not felt himself justified in granting any leave of absence for some time, except 
upon m' dioal cerriticate ; and it is l epresenied that the health of the gentlemen 
is siviiig way under ilio coulincuieat, and that the absences on certificate are 
becoming irmcb longer in extant than absence for recreation would be, if periodi- 
cally granted. 

Lnocr these rirci.wstaiices, I should have felt very little difneulty in sub- 
mittir.g 1o L'ldslups a scheme tor the increase of the establishment of the 
office, a re-nrrangcment of the classes in such manner as to meet the claims of 
those persons ulu> are already receiving more than the maximum of the class in 
which they were placed, but who, on account of tKeir age, can never hope to be 
promoted,' althougli, under the system previously in existence, they might have 
fairly e.xpected, and would, probably, have received enhanced remuneration, and 
the conversion into stamp duties of the present fees by the preparation of a clause 
for insertion into the fiist Bill of a cognate character to be submitted to Parlia- 
ment, which would obviate the difficulty as to tbe quarterly fluctuations of the 
fund from which the salaries are defrayed, without throwing upon the public 
resenue any portion of the expenditure to be incurred for the office of the Regis- 
trar of Deeds. 

Indeed, it would have been grateful to me to do so, as the scheme which I 
had the honour to submit to your Lordships, more than a year ago, was framed 
without that knowledge of the practical working of the details of the office which 
I have since been able to acquire by personal observation, and without that 
“ acquaintance with the claims and position of the several gentlemen, and .the 
exact nature of the work which they perform, which it has been my duty 
recently to make. 

There are, however, circumstances to which my attention has been called 
during my investigation into the mode in which the various processes in this 
office are carried out, which compel me to invite the consideration of the Govern- 
ment to the expediency of an inquiry, without delay, into the actual state of the 
business of this department; into the extent to which the provisions of tbe 
various statutes which regulate its dudes have been complied with ; into the pro- 
priety of incurring the vast expense which would now be necessary to carry 
fully into effect the provisions of those statutes ; into the nature as well as the 
extent of iboso arrears, with a view to determine how far the objects of the 
statutes for the Registration of Deeds in Ireland may permit some, or any of 
them, to be dispensed with, or how far those objects may be attained by other 
more compendious and less expensive arrangements. 

I think that this inquiry should be rather of a legal than of a financial 
character, and that one of the Masters of the Courts of Common Law should be 
associated with it, and that it should include within its scope some investigation 
inio the stale of the law as it affects judgments, and how far some of tbe pro- 
ceedings in the office of tbe Registrar of Judgments are rendered unnecessary by 
the registiation in the offices of tbe Registrar of Deeds of those judgments which 
affect land,' a subject which appears lo have been within the purview of the 
framers of tbe statute of the 13 & 14 Viet., c. 72, the 63d section of which 
contemplates tbe consolidation of the offices of the Registrars of Deeds and 
Judgments by the absorption of tbe latter into the former. 

I would also invite your Lordships’ attention to the evidence in the Appendix 
to the Chancery Offices, Ireland, Commission, in which I pressed the Registrar 
of Judgments on this point, and to the propriety of considering whether the 
time has not arrived for carrying out the further measures contemplated by tbe 
statute of 13 & 14 "Viet., c. 72. 

Before entering upon this inquiry, I was furnished with certain documents 
wiiicii had been laid before the Chief Secretary for Ireland, in relation to the 
office of the Registrar of Deeds, and I attended his Lordship, at the Castle, upon 
the same subject. During the investigation 1 called for some returns, and was 
supplied with several papers, which may be of much use in any inquiry to be 
instituted of a searching and more comprehensive character than that which it 
Jias been possible for me to make; and I propose, in returning to tbe Chief 
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Secretary the papers with which I have been furnished by his Lordship to 
transmit, for the consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the docu- 
ments to which I have alluded, as well as a copy of this report, and of that on 
the Chancery Offices, Ireland, in order that no time should be lost, in the event 
of its being deemed advisable to institute, before the meeting of Parliament 
some inquiry with a view to legislation in the ensuing Session. ’ 

Haviug now finished the inquiries with which I was charged by vour Lord- 
ships’ Minute of the 15th of October, it is' my intention to return to England 
forthwith, and to report to your Lordships my proceedings in the seWal 
matters which have been entrusted to me by your Lordships’ command. 



I have, &c. 

To the Right Honourable (signed) Wilmot Seton. 

the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Treasury Chambers, \ 
6 August 18G0. J 



S. LAING, 
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